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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

  

COMMITTEE: Judiciary & Civil Jurisprudence   

TIME & DATE: 1:00 PM, Tuesday, August 14, 2018   

PLACE: E2.026   

CHAIR: Rep. John Smithee   

 

The committee will meet to hear public testimony on the following interim 

charges: 

 

Charge 2: Examine the increasing use of non-traditional methods of 

resolving legal disputes and interacting with the legal system, and the 

implications of this trend both for the parties involved and the legal 

system as a whole. Include an examination of the availability and use of 

self-help resources, recent efforts by the Legislature and courts to 

increase access to justice for unrepresented litigants, and the use of 

online dispute resolution. 

 

Charge 4: Study the increased use of specialty courts across the state. 

Examine the role these courts play in the judicial system and recommend 

improvements to ensure they continue to be appropriately and successfully 

utilized. 

 

Charge 5: Examine the jurisdictional thresholds of the justice, county, 

and district courts, including how these limits and other factors impact 

the caseload of the courts. Study possible improvements in the efficient 

organization and operation of the court system. 

 

Charge 6:  Monitor the ongoing efforts of the Office of Court 

Administration's guardianship compliance program, and consider additional 

methods to ensure that Texans placed under guardianship are protected from 

abuse. 

 

 
 

 

NOTICE OF ASSISTANCE AT PUBLIC MEETINGS 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need 

assistance, such as a sign language interpreter, are requested to contact 

Stacey Nicchio at (512) 463-0850, 72 hours prior to the meeting so that 

appropriate arrangements can be made. 

 

 

 

 


