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SENATE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

  

COMMITTEE: Health & Human Services   

TIME & DATE: 9:00 AM, Thursday, March 22, 2018   

PLACE: Senate Chamber   

CHAIR: Senator Charles Schwertner   

  

 

The Committee will meet to discuss the following interim charges:  

 

Child Welfare: 

 Review the efficacy and quality of services offered to ensure 

family preservation while in the Family Based Social Services 

(FBSS) stage of service at the Department of Family and 

Protective Services. Make recommendations to better track quality 

of services and link payments to providers of these services to 

outcomes for families and children.  

 Analyze the Department of Family and Protective Services' 

progress in meeting statutory requirements related to timely 

visits to children involved in a reported case of abuse or 

neglect. Make recommendations to further improve the timeliness 

of these visits. 

 Review services and supports provided to children in Permanent 

Managing Conservatorship of the state, and the level of 

preparedness given to youth aging out of state care. Examine the 

impact of recent legislation related to these populations and 

make recommendations to ensure youth in care are ready for 

adulthood and to reduce the likelihood of intergenerational 

perpetuation of child maltreatment. 

 Assess the effectiveness of public and private agency efforts to 

recruit and retain foster parents. Identify barriers to entry and 

obstacles that prevent interested families from continuing to 

provide foster care. Recommend solutions to increase foster 

recruitment and address non-renewals, especially in first-time 

foster parents.  

 

Substance Abuse/Opioids 

 Review substance use prevention, intervention, and recovery 

programs operated or funded by the state and make recommendations 

to enhance services, outreach, and agency coordination. Examine 

the adequacy of substance use, services for pregnant and 

postpartum women enrolled in Medicaid or the Healthy Texas Women 

Program and recommend ways to improve substance use related 

health outcomes for these women and their newborns. Examine the 

impact of recent legislative efforts to curb overprescribing and 
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doctor shopping via the prescription monitoring program and 

recommend ways to expand on current efforts.  

 

 

Individuals wishing to provide public testimony will be allowed to speak 

for 3 minutes total on any of the above charges. 

 
 

  


